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PNTR HAS PASSED, BUT WHERE IS 

THE FREEDOM IN CHINA? 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2000

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘Protestant dies in 
Chinese jail’’ was the headline of a recent arti-
cle in the Washington Times. According to the 
article, a Chinese protestant man was arrested 
on September 4 while worshiping at an under-
ground church service then later died after 
being beaten and denied medical care while in 
prison. Liu Haitong was his name. He is one 
person who will never reap the so-called ‘‘re-
wards’’ of the United States giving China per-
manent normal trade relations (PNTR). 

It has been several months now since the 
House and Senate passed legislation giving 
PNTR to China and the president signed it 
into law. During the debate, we heard the ar-
guments that PNTR will bring changes to 
China, that PNTR would open China, improve 
human rights, and reduce the national security 
threat that China poses to the U.S. However, 
while the signing ceremonies have taken place 
and the parties celebrating its passage have 
occurred, people like Liu Haitong continue to 
be persecuted, imprisoned, and in some cases 
killed, because of their faith. 

Many Members said that they voted in favor 
of PNTR because they thought it would bring 
about positive change in China’s horrible 
human rights record, and that giving China 
PNTR would ultimately increase U.S. national 
security. 

According to the Cardinal Kung Foundation, 
at least 13 underground Roman Catholic 
bishops are locked away in Chinese jails, 
under house arrest, in prison through labor 
camps, under strict surveillance, or in hiding 
because of their faith. At least 12 Roman 
Catholic priests are in prison as are numerous 
other laity, many of whose whereabouts are 
unknown. PNTR has passed, but where is 
freedom for these people of faith? 

On the cusp of the vote on PNTR in the 
Senate on September 14, the Chinese govern-
ment re-imprisoned Roman Catholic Bishop 
Zeng Jingmu, Bishop Zeng has spent much of 
the past 30 years in Chinese prisons and pris-
on labor camps because of his faith. Imagine 
having to perform forced labor and having to 
spend most of your life in prison because of 
your faith. 

PNTR has passed, but where is freedom for 
Bishop Zeng? 

Practitioners of Falun Gong continue to be 
persecuted, beaten, and imprisoned because 
of their beliefs. 

PNTR has passed, but where is freedom for 
the Falun Gong? 

The Chinese government is pillaging Tibet. 
Thousands of Tibetan Buddhist monks, nuns, 
and believers are in Chinese prisons because 
of their faith. 

PNTR has passed, but where is freedom for 
the people of Tibet? 

There are hundreds of Protestant House 
Church leaders in prison and prison through 
labor camps because of their faith. PNTR has 
passed, but where is freedom for the Protes-
tants house church? 

Thousands of Muslim Uighurs are impris-
oned because of their faith. 

PNTR has passed, but where is freedom for 
the Muslim Uighurs? 

PNTR has passed, but religious persecution 
continues unabated in China to this day, over 
two months after passage. 

PNTR has passed, but a November 7 Brit-
ish Broadcasting Company (BBC) report says 
that the Chinese government is clamping 
down on the freedom of the Internet by assert-
ing that websites that host chatrooms ‘‘will be 
held responsible for ensuring that users do not 
post messages that could be interpreted by 
the government as ‘illegal.’ ’’ The BBC report 
says that the new rules also require ‘‘websites 
not run by state media to seek approval from 
the Information Office of the State Council, or 
cabinet, before they may publish news’’ and 
that ‘‘to publish news from foreign sources, 
websites must seek special permission.’’

PNTR has passed, but the United States is 
routinely portrayed as Enemy No. 1 by the 
Chinese military. According to an article in the 
November 15 Washington Post, the Chinese 
military is openly grappling with the likelihood 
that the United States and China could go to 
war, quoting Liu Jiangjia, an officer in the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army, as saying ‘‘a new arms 
race has started to develop * * * war is not 
far from us now.’’

PNTR has passed, but there are numerous 
reports about China’s increased presence and 
role in Africa. The Chinese National Petroleum 
Company’s multibillion dollar investment and 
operations in the newly exploited oilfields in 
Sudan are very troubling. The Khartoum re-
gime has one of the worst human rights 
record on the planet. And yet, the pumping of 
oil that is now occurring because of China’s 
help is providing the Sudanese government 
with unprecedented revenue to conduct what 
many have described as genocide against the 
southern Sudanese population. 

It is clear to me that mere passage of PNTR 
is not enough to bring about positive change 
in China. In fact, in my opinion, PNTR has 
passed, but there is only business as usual in 
Beijing. There are many people in China who 
have not benefited from passage of PNTR and 
who may never benefit, unless those Members 
who voted for PNTR speak out on behalf of 
human rights in China. 

With permanent normal trade relations now 
in place, Congress will no longer annually re-
view trade with China. That makes it even 
more vital that Members be more vocal and 
assertive in speaking out about human rights 
abuses in China, and about the national secu-
rity concerns that continue to develop regard-
ing Beijing. 

Those Members who vocally opposed 
PNTR must continue to speak out as well. But 
it is even more important for Members who 
supported PNTR to speak out as their voice, 
as a supporter of this legislation, may be more 
powerful and persuasive with the regime in 
China. And bringing about change in China is 
what needs to happen now. 

I urge all those Members who voted for 
PNTR to challenge the regime in Beijing. 
Speak out because the people who are suf-
fering, who are imprisoned, or who are serving 
brutal prison through labor sentences need the 
concerted voice of Congress to bring about 
real and positive change in China.

IN HONOR OF RAFAEL TORO, THE 
PUERTO RICAN ASSOCIATION’S 
MAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2000

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Rafael Toro on being recognized by 
the Puerto Rican Association as the Out-
standing Community Leader of the Year. 

Rafael Toro, whose parents immigrated 
from Puerto Rico, is a native of New York 
City. He graduated from Northeastern Univer-
sity with a Bachelor’s Degree in Communica-
tions and from Cambridge College with a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Education. 

Shortly after graduation, Mr. Toro was se-
lected to serve as the Special Assistant to the 
Mayor of Boston, the Honorable Kevin White, 
where he led the Mayor’s Hispanic Advisory 
Board in a coordinated effort with local organi-
zations to empower Boston’s Hispanic com-
munity. For his work with the Advisory Board, 
Mr. Toro received the Certificate of Excellence 
for Outstanding Contribution to the Hispanic 
Community from Governor Michael Dukakis 
and an award for outstanding achievement 
from Senator EDWARD KENNEDY.

In 1985, Rafael Toro was hired as the Di-
rector of Public Relations for Goya Foods, 
Inc., the Nation’s largest Hispanic-owned com-
pany, to oversee public affairs, media rela-
tions, community activities, cultural programs, 
and corporate contributions. In addition, he su-
pervises all Goya-sponsored special events, 
parades, and festivals. Mr. Toro has been in-
strumental in implementing several community 
and cultural activities, including the United 
Negro College Fund Annual Telethon, a Goya-
sponsored, multi-city concert tour, and Goya’s 
sponsorshp of Picasso at the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art. 

In 1993, Mr. Toro was awarded the pres-
tigious Roy Wilkins Humanitarian Award from 
the NAACP. 

Today, I ask that my colleagues join me in 
honoring Rafael Toro for his contributions to 
the Hispanic community.

f 

A TRIBUTE TO DON AND MARY 
AUNE 

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2000

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring Don 
and Mary Aune of Oscoda, Michigan, as their 
fellow citizens prepare to recognize their con-
tributions to the health and welfare of the 
Aune Medical Center. 

Don and Mary have earned the appreciation 
of all Oscoda area residents by devoting their 
tremendous talents, time and energy to the re-
development of health services at the site of 
the former Paul B. Wurtsmith Air Force Base 
Hospital. When the closure of the base in 
June 1993 left a void in medical services in 
the community for civilians and many retired 
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military members living nearby, the Aunes 
worked with dogged determination to ensure 
that patients’ needs would be filled. 

At the time, Don was a newly elected mem-
ber of the Oscoda Township Board of Trust-
ees and was named Vice President of the 
non-profit corporation created to address the 
critical medical care shortage faced by the 
community. Don soon became Chairman of 
the Board of Directors and has spent the past 
seven years in that role. 

With Mary’s enthusiastic support, Don wield-
ed the gavel with his usual firm and steady 
hand, shaping the cornerstone for a facility 
that will serve the needs of friends, neighbors 
and strangers for years to come. They led the 
effort to quickly turn a fledgling medical facility 
into a strong and vibrant operation that now 
provides more than 7,000 patients from the 
surrounding community with a host of services 
from family practice and pediatrics to women’s 
health and radiology. 

The Aunes worked untold hours to create 
an outstanding health center to provide a wide 
variety of services in a local setting, ensuring 
that many elderly and physically impaired pa-
tients will receive needed care without trav-
eling long distances. Don’s leadership, cou-
pled with Mary’s behind-the-scenes efforts, 
was the key to opening this long-awaited and 
greatly needed facility. They deserve our grati-
tude. 

I hope my colleagues will join me today in 
paying tribute to Don and Mary Aune for their 
endeavors on behalf of the entire community. 
The Aune Medical Center stands as a monu-
ment to their enterprise and diligence.

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2000

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on November 
2, 3, 13, and 14, as well as December 4, 
2000, I was detained with business in my Dis-
trict, and therefore unable to cast my votes on 
rollcall numbers 592 through 599. Had I been 
present for the votes, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes 592, 593, 594, 597, 598 
and 599; and ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall votes 595 and 
596.

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF BRADLEY W. 
BEAL, NEWLY ELECTED DIREC-
TOR ON THE BOARD OF THE NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FED-
ERAL CREDIT UNIONS 

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2000

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, today I would 
like to recognize my friend Brad Beal, the 
President and CEO of the Nevada Federal 
Credit Union, headquartered in my district in 
Las Vegas, for his recent election to the board 
of the National Association of Federal Credit 
Unions (NAFCU). Brad has been a leader in 

the Nevada credit union movement for over 14 
years and I am glad to see him receive this 
national recognition. 

For the last decade, Brad has served as the 
President and CEO of the Nevada Federal 
Credit Union, which has over $550 million in 
assets in 17 branches throughout Nevada. In 
this role, Brad has been a leader for over 250 
employees at Nevada FCU, and a leader for 
the credit union community, both in Nevada 
and at the national level. During my time in 
Congress, he has kept me fully informed 
about the issues of concern to the 77,000 
members of Nevada FCU and credit unions 
everywhere. Brad has always been sure to 
take the time to meet with me when he is in 
Washington, D.C. or when I am in the District, 
to keep me and my staff updated. 

His election to the NAFCU board culminates 
a long career in the credit union industry. 
NAFCU is the national trade association that 
represents federal credit unions and ensures 
that their voice is heard in Washington. I con-
gratulate my friend Brad Beal on his recent 
election to the NAFCU Board and look forward 
to continuing to work with him and America’s 
credit unions. I know Brad will be an out-
standing voice for credit unions everywhere.

f 

IN HONOR OF BELINDA CUEVAS, 
WHO IS BEING HONORED AS ‘‘AN 
OUTSTANDING HUMAN BEING’’ 
BY THE PUERTO RICAN ASSOCIA-
TION 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2000

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Belinda Cuevas of Perth Amboy, 
New Jersey for being recognized by the Puer-
to Rican Association for Human Development 
as ‘‘an outstanding community member’’ and 
‘‘an outstanding human being.’’

Born and raised in Perth Amboy, she has 
demonstrated a continued commitment to her 
community through her work with the local 
school and church. She has served as Presi-
dent of the Parent Teachers Organization at 
the EJ Patten School, and has served as a 
catechist and member of the choir at La Asun-
cion Church for a number of years. 

In her devotion to the community, Belinda 
strives to live up to the inspirational example 
of her late grandmother Balbina DeJesus Her-
nandez. The mother of four, Belinda knows 
the importance of setting a good example for 
her children, Ava Ivis, Gabriela, Alexander, 
and Emily Janet. She does her best to teach 
them the importance of service to the commu-
nity and love for one’s neighbors. 

Recently, Belinda performed an extraor-
dinary act of kindness when she donated one 
of her kidneys to save the life of a fellow Perth 
Amboy resident, Pedro ‘‘Pete’’ A. Roman. 
When she learned that he suffered from renal 
failure, she demonstrated remarkable kindness 
and selflessness by volunteering to be tested 
as a donor, and eventually donating her kid-
ney. Pete received this gift of life on July 13, 
2000 at the Albert Einstein Medical Center in 
Philadelphia, and both patients have since re-

covered and returned to work. It is certain that 
Belinda’s exceptional generosity has changed 
the lives of Pete and his family forever. 

For her service to the community of Perth 
Amboy as well as her unparalleled show of 
compassion and selflessness, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in praising Belinda Cuevas 
as a truly extraordinary member of the com-
munity.

f 

A TRIBUTE TO GERRY HERP 

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2000

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in this 
chamber today to honor Gerry Herp on the oc-
casion of his retirement. At the end of the sea-
son, Gerry Herp will retire as Head Football 
Coach of Ubly Community High School in 
Ubly, Michigan. He is truly one of the greatest 
contributors to Michigan athletics in the past 
fifty years and he will be sorely missed. 

In a career beginning in 1963 and spanning 
five decades, this legend of the gridiron con-
sistently pushed his team to excellence both 
on and off the football field. On the field, 
Coach Herp led the Ubly Bearcats to an im-
pressive lifetime record of 140 wins, 106 
losses and two ties. Under his tutelage, the 
Bearcats have won nine league champion-
ships and garnered two play-off appearances 
since 1983, a record of success which earned 
him regional Coach of the Year honors on two 
occasions. 

But beyond the yardage gained, the points 
scored and the championships won, the true 
and lasting impact of Coach Herp’s commit-
ment to his team and the young people of his 
community can be measured by the impact he 
had on the hearts and minds of those he 
coached. During his career, Gerry not only 
coached football, baseball and women’s soft-
ball, he also volunteered much of his time to 
helping disadvantaged youth involved in the 
Babe Ruth program, endeavors which en-
deared him to his community and earned him 
Ubly’s 1999 Friend of Youth honors. 

Of course, his many successes could not 
have been accomplished without the loving 
support of his wife. Elrae, and their four 
daughters, Amy, Betsy, Rachel and Jeralyn 
and stepdaughter, Lori Flippin. 

When Gerry Herp officially steps down as 
Head Football Coach of Ubly Community High 
School at the end of this season, he deserves 
a place of honor among those who strive to 
ensure the physical health and mental well-
being of our youth through athletic programs. 
On this day, Mr. Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Gerry on 
his many victories and wish him well as he 
cheers on the Bearcats from the stands.

VerDate jul 14 2003 10:50 Jan 23, 2005 Jkt 029102 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR00\E05DE0.000 E05DE0


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-01T15:19:30-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




